PART TWO - ELECTION OF COUNCIL MEMBERS 

__________________________________________ 

1. The Council shall before 15th November of the year preceding the triennial election of Council members appoint a Bard as Returning Officer for that election. The Returning Officer shall (if not already a member of the Council) be entitled to attend and speak at all meetings of the Council until the result of the election is declared. The Returning Officer may not be a candidate in the election. 

2. The Returning Officer shall be responsible to the Council for the proper conduct of the election in accordance with the rules of Gorsedh Kernow and these Standing Orders. 

3. A member of the outgoing Council who informs the Returning Officer by  1st December that he or she intends to be a candidate for re-election to the new Council shall not require further nomination. 

4. The Returning Officer shall by 15th December send a written notice to all bards stating 

a) that 20 members of the new Council are to be elected to serve for three years 

b) the names of members of the outgoing Council who have signified their intention of being candidates for re-election under Standing Order 3 

c) the requirements of Standing Order 5 as to the nomination of other 
candidates 

d) the address at which nominations are to be sent to the Returning Officer. 

5. All candidates for election to the Council must (except as provided by Standing Order 3) be nominated in writing by two Bards as proposer and seconder, and all such nominations, accompanied by the written consent of the candidate, must reach the Returning Officer by 15th January. 

6. If there shall be 20 or fewer candidates, the Returning Officer shall certify in writing to the Annual General Meeting that all are duly elected. 

7. If there shall be fewer than 20 candidates, the Annual General Meeting may without ballot elect further members to the new Council to bring the number of elected members to 20.

8. If there shall be more than 20 candidates, the Returning Officer shall by the  15 February send a ballot paper to all bards containing the following information about the candidates:- 

a) their names, bardic names, addresses, and dates of election as bards 

b) details of any previous service on the Council and of other positions held in Gorsedh Kernow

c) in the case of Members of the outgoing Council, the number of Council Meetings attended since the previous Council election. 

Each ballot paper shall contain 

d) a statement that votes may be cast for 20 candidates, or any less 
number, but that voting for more than 20 candidates invalidates all votes.

e) the date by which completed ballot papers must be returned to and received by the 
Returning Officer)(normally by 15 March but in any case not less than three weeks after the papers are sent to Bards), and the address to which they must be returned. 

9. The Returning Officer shall appoint two Bards, who are not candidates for election, or proposers or seconders of candidates, as Scrutineers to assist him or her in checking the votes. 

10. The Returning Officer and the Scrutineers shall certify in writing to the Annual General Meeting (or otherwise to all Bards if not possible  due to a change in the date of the AGM) the number of votes cast for each candidate and the names of those elected and not elected. 

11. If there shall be a tie in voting for the 20th place, then the Grand Bard shall have a casting vote. 

12. The decision of the Returning Officer shall be final on all matters relating to the election which are not covered by the rules of the Gorsedh Kernow Constitution or by these Standing Orders. 
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